
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

         
          
 

               Proclaiming Independence at Monastery of Agia Lavra 

 

                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 

 
 Mid -March 2021 ðMid April 2021 / Issued March 8, 2021 

 Volume 79  Issue #2 



 

2 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

       On the Cover 
 

     
All of Hellenism and Greek Orthodoxy will observe again this year on March 25 the double commemo-
ration of the religious holy day of the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary and the ethnic holiday of Greek 
Independence, in fact this year being the 200th anniversary of the beginning of the war against the Otto-
mans (1821) that led ultimately to Independence.  
 
It is fair to say that without the Greek Orthodox Christian tradition, the Greek revolution would not have 
succeeded as it did and the re-emergence of Greece as a free nation would not have taken place when it 
did.  Not only did the strength and comfort of the Orthodox tradition sustain and inspire the Greeks in 
their misery and suffering for some 400 years, but the example for their struggle, endurance and martyr-
dom were set by their monks, priests and hierarchs, who led them (even militantly when necessary) into 
battle in the name of the faith! 
 
On our cover is the famous photo of Bishop Germanos of Patras, as he blessed the initial fighters 
at the Monastery of Agia Lavra in Achaea.  He was in fact born on March 25, 1771 in Dimitsana, 
Arcadia.  He did his theological studies in Smyrna.  He became the bishop of the city of Patras in 

1806 and became a member of the ñFriendly Societyò (Filiki Eteria) henceforth. 
 

Tradition has it, that as he had no flag, he used the curtain of the Royal Gates on the icon screen, as a 
banner. The next day, he led 500 men to attack the fortifications of Patras.  Bishop Germanos left Greece 
for Italy in 1822 hoping to obtain aid and support for the war effort from the Pope but returned in 1824 
without having seen him. He died in Nafplion on May 30, 1826 after a short illness.  He wrote memoirs 
of the first 2 years of the War that are invaluable to Greek historians.  
 
Another leading hierarch of the church at this time was Gregory V, Patriarch of Constantinople, 
an excellent scholar of great acclaim. He resisted the Turkish oppression and endorsed the patriot-
ic efforts on the Greek mainland. Once the news spread of the revolt in Patras of March 25, it was 
on April 10, that a frenzied posse dragged him from his chambers and hanged him at the entrance 
gate of the patriarchate. Not content with this, the body of the patriarch was dragged through the 

streets and cast into the ocean.  
 

Two hundred years have now passed, and these events (and a multitude of others) should not be forgot-
ten. These are just 2 examples of numerous clergymen, along with so many laypeople who fought for 

freedom in this 8 year long war, their focus being both free expression of the Christian faith and political 
self-rule.  Here in the USA, we are privileged to perpetuate in this great democracy as good Americans 

of Greek descent and Orthodox Christian in faith, both having a common spirit, that in Christ, we have 
both truth and free human dignity.   

                                                         Fr Andrew + 
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    O God, have mercy upon me in the greatness of your love,  
In the Abundance of your tender mercies wipe out my offense.   

As I realize the multitude of the dreadful things that I have done, wretch that I am, I tremble 
for the fearful Day of Judgement.  But trusting in the mercy of Your compassion, I cry out to 

You as did David, ñHave mercy on me according to Your great mercy.ò 
 

                GREAT LENT BEGINSðMONDAY MARCH 15, 2021 
As we do each year, we will inaugurate Great Lent with the Compline Service at 6pm.  This 
year we will also offer again and  abbreviated Compline Service for our families with young 
children to be served at 4pm.  It is important that our Orthodox faithful of all ages enter this 
most important season of the year fortified with the special Liturgical worship atmosphere 
unique to Great Lent.  Holy Week begins on April 25 with Pascha on May 2. 
 
OFFER THIS PRAYER DAILY:  O Lord Master of my life!  Take from me the spirit of 
sloth, faint-heartedness, lust of power and idle talk.  But give rather the spirit of chastity, hu-
mility, patience and love to thy servant.  Yea, Lord and King!  Grant me to see my own errors 
and not judge my brother; For thou are blessed unto ages of ages, Amen!         Prayer of St. 
Ephrem 
 

         A major feature of Great Lent is the food fast 
   How should I keep the food fast? 

1ðThe Orthodox food fast traditionally includes no meat, poultry, dairy or blood fish 
products (MondayðFriday with certain exemptions). 
2ðIf you feel you cannot do this for all of lent and holy week, than certainly do as a 
minimum the meat and poultry based on your age and health.  You may want to select 
certain days per week (or several meals per week) to be more strict (i.e. giving up the 
dairy or blood fish products).  Others rotate weeks of lent as ñstrictò week...say the 1st 
and 3rd week of Lent as an example. 
3ðBe respectful of others...do not criticize those who ignore the fast, neither discour-
age those who keep the fast.  If you have occasion to share a meal with fellow Ortho-
dox Christians...include fast type items in your food menu. 
  

                                                    LENTEN CHARITY 
Connected to the food fast is the giving of alms.  Remember to support the various Orthodox 
Ministries of our Archdiocese and of the Assembly of Orthodox Bishops during this sacred 
time...watch your mail.  St Theophan the Recluse writes 
 
         ñPeople give all kind of excuses as to their lack of charity,  
most common being ñHard times.ò  But if times are hard for  

those who have sufficiency, how much harder are they for the poor?ò 
 

Let us remember that true fasting includes charityé 
the money not spent on food should be given to the poor. 
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                                                   Great Lent & Covid Protocol 
The current Pandemic cannot hinder the calendar of the church and thus our regular flow of 
Lenten Services will be held; in fact prayer and worship is even more important under such oc-
currences. We will certainly retain the Covid-19 protocol currently in place in our ñhall-churchò 
noting that for our weekday or weeknight Lenten Services, there is no need to register to attend.  
But for Sundays, we need to adhere to the registration process for we do have increasing attend-
ance continually as people are becoming more comfortable and returning to Sunday worship.   

 
Prayer is the greatest means by which man can suc-

cessfully preserve his spiritually and create within him-
self a holy atmosphere.  Through prayer, man maintains 
a link with God and revitalizes his spiritually-which his 
life must emanate.  As soon as man neglects prayer and 
begins feeling indifference toward it, his link with God 
weakens.  His life becomes mundane and unstable, 
while spiritual disintegration begins to advance within 
his heart.  The absence of prayer and disinterest for this 
fundamental obligation of our spiritual existence is the 
greatest evil that harms us. 

 
                                                         Holy Week Donations 
We are now accepting donations for Holy Week.  Please if you would like to donate email  
office@annunciationri.org or call the office.  Donations are also accepted in memory of a 
loved one.  Available items are palms, Greek and American, Easter Lily Plants, Candelabras 
etc.  You may choose any item and donate it on a special Holy Day of your choice.   
With prayer and faith, hopefully our Easter this year will be uplifting to all. 
May you find peace in the spirit of giving for a renewed feeling. 

 
PARISH COUNCIL LINE UP FOR 2021 

We have 2 brand new members to our parish council ï Kathy Antonakos and Dean Vose, 
whom we greatly welcome and look forward to their service.   Serving as officers of the Coun-
cil for 2021 are: Theofanis Markos-President; Kevin Phelan- V-President, Gail Erinakes ï Sec-
retary; Paul Kallis- Treasurer and Jason Maintanis- Asst-Treasurer.  Additional council mem-
bers are: Alex Carr, Christian Frangos, Anthony George, Paul Pliakas, Michael Psikakos and 
James Silva.  

March 14 ï OCMC MISSION SUNDAY 
Although our Archdiocese sets a specific day to stress the important work of our missionaries 
throughout Christian history, the work of our Orthodox Christian Mission Center is daily.  Cur-
rently as a parish we have been collecting funds to build a new playground for the ñHome of 

Hope Orphanageò in Albania. 
You may donate through our parish office, or directly to the OCMC office at  

220 Mason Manatee Way, St Augustine, FL 32086. 
For further information contact our regional 

                              OCMC Ambassador Carolyn Evangeline at 401-617-1109 
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                       Dr. Mary Despina Lekas Endowment Fund News 
        Financial Report for the period ending 3/4/21 
      Endowment Fund Portfolio: $1,390.532.70 
   Endowment Fund Checking Account: $5,315.25 

 
A donation has been made to the Endowment Fund by: 
M/M Gene Gentile, M/M Michael Papigiotis in memory of James Alexion 
 
A donation has been made to the Endowment Fund by: 
M/M Stephen Carr, Mary Samaras in memory of Tulla Mihas 
 
A donation has been made to the Endowment Fund by: 
Mary Samaras in memory of Matthew Voulgarakis 
    
A donation has been made to the Endowment Fund by: 
Raymond Anderson, M/M Daniel Laferriere, Peter Mihailides, M/M Michael Papigiotis,  
Georgia Pappas, Amy Vican Savoie in memory of George Mihailides 
 
A donation has been made to the Endowment Fund by: 
M/M Arthur Pappas, Georgia Pappas, M/M Raymond Piquette, M/M Constantine Rougas,  
Mary Samaras, M/M Peter Vassilopoulos in memory of Presv. Julia Papadoulias 
 
A donation ahs been made to the Endowment Fund by: 
Yiota, Julie & Nancy Bertrand, M/M Michael Papigiotis, M/M Constantine Rougas  
in memory of Zoe Mitrelis 
 
A donation has been made to the Endowment Fund by: 
M/M Constantine Rougas in memory of Steve Daras 
 
A donation has been made to the Endowment Fund by: 
Mary Samaras in memory of Dimitra Bereveskos 
 
A donation has been made to the Endowment Fund by: 
Georgia Pappas in memory of Dean Christelis 
 
A donation has been made to the Endowment Fund by: 
Mary Samaras in memory of Andrew Mitrelis 
 

         ºRemember our Parish  
         Endowment Fund in  
     YOUR ESTATE PLANNING» 
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                               Thank You Dean Christelis 
    What a beautiful way for Dean to bid us farewell! 

His heartwarming and thought-provoking Life Insurance Policy gift of $100,000, of which 
$75,000 was designated for our Endowment Fund is testimony to his having been totally  
committed to the ongoing success of the Fund and financial security of our parish.  

 
Dean was a founding member of the Endowment Fund established in 1998 and served many 

years on its Board. He has left a legacy that is to be admired and emulated. 
  May his memory be eternal! 

 
                                Your Endowment Fund Committee, Mary Samaras Secretary 
 
*********************************************************************************** 

5GHR :D@Q½R $G@KKDMFD§10% Increase Over your 2020 Giving 
        2021 Pledge Program Report 

          We have to date 224 parishioners with a pledge of $128,300.00 
                                   The Actual Amount Received $95,800.00 

Since our last newsletter here are our additional names for 2021 

Gregory Agakos, Zaharoula Agakos, John Alexion, Pauline Alexion, Josephine Aliferakis, Ka-
ren Aliferakis, M/M Andreas Andreopoulos, M/M Christodoulos Andriotis, Alexis Arsenis, 
Christina Arsenis, M/M Dimitrios Arsenis, M/M Nektarios Arsenis, Kyriaki Arsoniadis, M/M 
Savva Arsoniadis, M/M Michael Balasco, M/M Anastasios Barakos, M/M Chad Barnes, Dimi-
tri Benekos, Yiota Bertrand, Alexis Biliouris, M/M James Brubeck, M/M Scott Campbell, M/M 
Gerald Carignan, M/M Alexander Carr, M/M Jeffrey Casione, Efthimia Cavas, Florence Char-
trand, Dr. & Mrs. Spiros Constantinides, M/M Thomas Coyne, M/M Thomas Cragin, M/M Ste-
phen Cross, Haralambos Dafoulas, M/M Kimon Dafoulas, M/M James Degaitas, M/M Gaby 
Daiaa, Nikki Deary, M/M Ioanni Degaitas, Estelle Demars, Jason DiCarlo, M/M Joseph DiCar-
lo III, Cynthia DiMaio, Nicholas DiMaio, M/M Louis Feula, M/M Nicholas Filippou, M/M 
Steven Filippou, M/M Eric Fitzhugh, M/M John Fotopoulos, Arthur Frank, M/M Thomas 
Frank, Dr. Constantine Georas, M/M Thomas Frank, Constance Georgeadys, George Gatos, 
Gregory Gatos, James George, Barbara Goldis, M/M Robert Goralski, Anna Gountra, M/M 
Constantine Grammas, Dionisia Grammas, Eleni Grammas, Elizabeth Grammas, Nicole Gram-
mas, Sia Grammas, Dr. & Mr. John Grossomanides, M/M William Hague, Stravros 
Hantzopoulos, M/M Elias Haralambides, M/M Michael Haralambides, M/M John Hatjopoulos, 
Alexis Harritos, M/M Demetrios Harritos, James Harritos II, M/M Brendan Hermiz, Peter Hoo-
pis, M/M Joseph Howard, Jonathan Janikies, Melissa Janikies, Margaret Janikies, M/M Wil-
liam Janikies, Dr. & Mrs. Apostolos Kallis, Julie Karahalios, M/M Basil Karanikos, M/M Ar-
thur Kazianis, M/M Michael Kirios, Maria Kontomerkos, M/M Kostas Kritikos, M/M Justin 
Kudlacik, M/M Charles Lazarakis, Angelo Lazarides, Jonathan Lehourites, M/M William Le-
hourites, M/M Brian Leroux, Linda Limperis, M/M Richard Lowell, M/M James Maintanis, 
Jason Maintanis, Sandra Maliangos, Theodora Maniatakos, Dr. & Mrs. James Manis, M/M Di-
mitrios Markos, Maria Markos, M/M Theofanis Markos, E. Nicholl Marshall, M/M Robert 
Masiello, Robert McDonald, M/M George Melanis, M/M Vasilios Melanis, Alexander Mihai-
lides, Ariana Mihailides, M/M George Mihailides Jr., M/M Paul Mihailides, M/M Peter Mi-
halos, Jean Mihelakos, M/M Theodore Moran, M/M Christo Mihalos, George Moragemos,  
                                                                                                           Ϥ/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ уϤ 
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~ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ тϤ 
 
M/M Steven Muccino, M/M Alexios Nikolaidis, Edward Ouellette, Sotirios Pachis, M/M 
Christo Pakuris, Dr. Ann-Marie Paley, Andrea Palmieri, M/M George Paloukas, M/M John 
Panagako, M/M George Panas, Paul Pappas, M/M Stephen Panichas, Carole Panos, George 
Panteleakis, M/M Constantine Papaioannou, Evangelia Papaioannou Georgia Pappas, M/M 
Gus Pappas, M/M John Paraskevakos, Dr. Ann-Marie Paley, Andrea Palmieri, Paul Pappas, 
Mary Pereira, M/M Demetrios Petrou, Dr. & Mrs. Peter Petropoulos, M/M Polydoros Petrou, 
M/M Kevin Phelan, Lillian Placido, Dorothy Pliakas, M/M George Pliakas, Angela Provost, 
M/M Gus Proyous, M/M Michael Psikakos, John B. Quinn, Mary Quinn, Elizabeth 
Rawlinson, M/M James Rebello III, M/M Nikiforos Revis, Mr. & Dr. Youssef Rizk, M/M 
James Robinson, Asimina Rodopoulos, M/M Alan Root, M/M Constantine Rougas, Charles 
Samaras, Mary Samaras, David Stamatis, M/M George Samatis, Carole-Anne Sanchas, Chris-
topher Sanchas, Nicholas Sanchas, M/M Phillip SanSouci, Paraskeve Saviou, Constantine 
Scapinakis, Georgia Scapinakis, M/M Nicholas Sifakis, M/M James Silva, M/M Anthony Sil-
veira Jr., M/M Peter Simone, M/M Timothy Simonson, Michael Sotirakos, M/M Leon Stama-
takos, M/M Panagiotis Stasinopoulos, Ethel Strekouras, Peter Strekouras, Vasilios Strekouras, 
Virginia Strekouras, Anne Stevens, M/M Edmund Sullivan, M/M Nicholas Tanionos, M/M 
Edward Tarbox, M/M Andrew Taxiarchos, M/M Georgios Theodosiou, Dr. Christos Thraski-
as, Haido Titelis, Antoine Topouzis, Antonio Topouzis, Dean Trigg, M/M Stelios Trikoulis, 
Dr. & Mrs. William Tsiaras, M/M Soterios Tsimikas, M/M Aristotelis Tsonis, M/M John Tu-
rini II, M/M Peter Tzanetos, Sophia Tzanetos, Adam Vinhateiro, M/M Manuel Vinhateiro Jr., 
James Vose, Dr. Walsh & Mrs. Lascarides Walsh, M/M Peter Vassilopoulos, David Wernette 
& Dr. Golfo Tzilos Wernette, M/M Jason Wheatley, M/M Russell Wheatley, M/M Richard 
Wheeler, M/M Christos Xenophontos, M/M Peter Xiarhos, M/M James Xiarhos, M/M Frank 
Zavota, Drs. John & Eleni Pappas-Zervos. 
 

     Thank you all for such an outpouring  
                     of financial support. 
 
 
                            CORPORATE PLEDGE 
   Thank You to Coclin AssociatesðM/M George Coclin 
 
 
                                               Corporate Sponsorship 
A corporate pledge is a specialized way of giving to the parish designed for the s 

elf-employed parishioner, LLCs, and C Corporations.   
This donation is given in the name of the business and it brings extra benefit to both, 

especially to the donor in the way of tax deduction.   
We welcome our self-employed parishioners to consider this special way of giving. 

 


